
Sunday September 22, 2013 

Subject: “Rise Up and Walk” 

Our message was brought to us on this 22nd day of September by Rev. Myrtle Turner, Minister of Youth Ministry, 
Cross Street A.M.E. Zion, Middletown, CT. Our scripture text comes from Matthew 28 (16-20) and Acts 3 (1 -10) Rev. 

Myrtle Turner sings a song: There’s Nobody Greater than Jehovah” Her voice echoes between the walls of the 
sanctuary: “He is the King of Glory…Hallelujah and leads the congregation into The greatest of Jesus 

commandment; The Great Commission. Matthew 28 (16-20) NIV: 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, 
to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” 
     

Background: Study (Acts 3: 1 -10)  
In our text on this day, the book of Acts, a lame man is healed. Of significance is that the disciples were given the 
power (Luke 9:1), therefore Peter, the disciple arrived expecting something to happen. He told the man: (Acts 3:6-7) 
……, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received 
strength. Peter knew that Jesus’ promises would come to pass. The disciples were purposeful, intentional and 
committed and not afraid of investing time, energy and resources to spread the gospel. So, the question to us 
becomes are we purposeful, intentional and committed in investing in the lives of our young, sick, shut-in, and 
members in our churches.  
 
Today we have a crisis in our nation and our communities. The crises for African Americans include divorce, broken 
up families, public health threats such as Aids and STD’s, cancer, diabetes, homelessness, incarceration, 
unemployment and multigenerational poverty with disconcerting data.  Rev. Turner shares the social commentary by 
Dr. Franklin, distinguished professor of social Ethics, Morehouse College states that we have a crises of “relevance 
and purpose” when students do not return from the historically black universities to their own communities to give 
back a portion of what they have received. We have a crisis of mission when our churches fail to serve their 
communities.1  In his book: Crisis in The Village” he presents a multitude of strategies for “Restoring Hope in African 
American Communities,” all of which are aimed at members of “the Village.”  Rev. Turner asserts we have a crisis in 
the community and she draws a parallel of the “Village” to citizens.  In the village exists four anchor institutions: 
families as motivators, churches as leaders and colleges as innovators.  It takes more than one (1) person or persons 
in the institutions above to help guide our young people out of crisis situations.  
 
An African proverb states: “It Takes a Village to Raise a Child”.   Citizens must work collaboratively to help guide our 
youth.  We must be purposeful, intentional and committed and not be afraid of the challenge to invest in our 
children’s future.  The bible text in Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) teaches us to “Train up a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not depart from it.” When we invest in their lives, it is a lifelong commitment. In a testimony by 
Rev. Turner, we learned that her friend, a minister served in a community raided by violence. Bullets shells were right 
in front of the church and violence was an accepted norm, yet she was committed and by the grace of God protected 
to serve in the village forgotten and abandoned by the institutions. Are we committed? Then the question becomes:  
Where are we standing in the Village today in terms of our commitment?  
 

 Commitment of Citizens:  Ponder and Consider: 
1. This is personal God did not give us a spirit of fear, each person must make a contribution. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
2. Do we read our church discipline?  Are we disciplined and able to follow through on our mission p.13? 
3. How is our relationship with God (vertical) and relationship with man (horizontal)? 
4. Can we effect change in our communities? 

                                                           
1 http://www.augsburgfortress.org/media/contactus/foreignrights/downloads/CrisisVillage.pdf 



5. Are we coming up to the alter with the willingness to be made whole by confessing with our  
mouths to accept Christ? 

6. Are we making the commitment to Christ for becoming whole? 
7. Do we believe that Jesus is able? (Luke 4:18) 
 

 

Commitment of Families: Ponder and Consider: 
1. Are we serving as role models for others in our families to follow Christ? 
2. God is demanding that families stay at the altar. 
3. Are we tarrying at the alter? 
4. Are we bringing souls in to Christ?  
5. Are we praying with and for others 
6. Are we walking with them through joys and sorrows? 
7. Are we talking and listening to others? 

 
 

Commitment of our Churches: Ponder and Consider: 
1. As ourselves: is our church actively involved in missions at home and missions abroad? 
2. Are we throwing out a lifeline or simply letting people drift away? 
3. Are we willing to accept challenges when they are upon us? 
4. Do we recognize and stay open to blessings?  
5. Are we willing to serve everyone across divides? 

 

 
Commitment of our Colleges:  

1. Are we collaborating with our colleges and visa-versa to effect change in our communities? 
2. Are the college missions purposeful and helpful to the village? 
3. Is there accountability on the part of the institutions? 
4. Does innovation include members of our communities? 

 

Summary:   
The sermon brings a word of deliverance for a world, nation and its people in calamity. Rev. Turner asserts rise up 
and walk. The lame man did not know what he needed, but he did not reject the blessing. This opened him up to 
receive the healing power of Christ by way of Peter the disciple. We too should rise up and walk and get well. If we 
have illness, ask God to heal our bodies. Rev. Turner reminds us to Rise up and Walk” and believe that God is going to 
give you a miraculous healing in your lives. (Like 4:18-19 NKJV) 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has 

anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,[a] To proclaim liberty to the 

captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”[b] Martin Luther King, Jr. stated: “The ultimate measure of a man 

is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and 

controversy.”2  Missionaries, youth and adults alike: Why are we not rising up and walking with our brothers and 
sisters? Rev. Myrtle Turner sings the song: Throw out the lifeline! Throw out the lifeline! Someone is drifting away; 

Throw out the lifeline! Throw out the lifeline! Someone is sinking today. Where do we stand in the Village in terms of 

our commitment? Let us NOT simply walk by and let others drift away. Let us seek our brothers and sisters out as 

Peter, the disciple and expect them to “Rise and Walk”. 

 

                                                           
2 http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth109228.html#zLOwz31QWVfVO7OI.99 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth109228.html#zLOwz31QWVfVO7OI.99

