
Sunday October 27, 2013 

Subject: “Recess Is Over, It’s Time to Hide and Go Seek” 

Our message was brought to us on this 27th day of October by Rev Robert L. Haygood II, Pastor, Greater Grace 
Ministries, husband to Elizabeth Haygood, and faithful in service unto the Lord. Our scripture text comes from Isaiah 
55 (6 – 10), and (Psalm 63: 1 – 11) and brings attention to seeking God.  
Isaiah 55:6-10 (NIV) 6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near.7 Let the wicked forsake 

their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our 

God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my way” declares the 

Lord.9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and 

making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  

 

Background of Text Study (Psalm 63: 1 – 11) 
On our text on this day, Rev. Haygood makes it plain, that we may understand and learn beyond the walls of the 

church. Of significance is that both scriptures in Isaiah and Psalms, the writers are urging us to seek the Lord while he 

can be found. He lifts up the first three verses that we may understand the sincerity by which we should be seeking 

God. (Psalm 63: 1 – 3) You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, in a 

dry and parched land where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your 

glory. 3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.  This is a psalm of David, when he was in the 

desert of Judah, certainly at the time he wrote it he was king (Psalms 63:11 ), and hard pressed by those who sought 

his life. David was in the wilderness, but he carefully made his worship suitable to his circumstances, and presented 

to his God a hymn while he was in the desert. In Psalms 63:1-8 the first eight verses he expresses his holy desires 

after God, and his confidence in him. David’s reality was aligned with God’s plan. So, then then the question becomes 

is our reality lined up with God’s plan for our lives?   

What is recess?  
Recess as a defined by dictionary.com is as follows: “temporary withdrawal or cessation from the usual work or 
activity.”1 Essentially a break. In elementary schools kids look forward to recess that they can run, kick a ball, play tag 
and release energy. High School kids on the other hand enjoy a period of gym and a wide range of sports such as 
soccer, tennis and basketball to name a few. Kids simply enjoy playing games. What happens when we grow up and 
become adults, and we are still functioning as children and continue to play games? The games that we play such as 
chasing men and or women.  (Prov.18:22) says, “He who finds a wife finds what is good, and receives favor from the 

Lord." In other words, it is good for a man to find a woman. The games that we play chasing after the wrong people 
are on the same level as being on a seesaw (a long, narrow board pivoted in the middle so that, as one end goes up, 

the other goes down). At times the other person will not let us come down from the seesaw, and we need to be 
rescued by a Godly person or we need to seek God in order to bring balance into our lives and be reminded that 
(Isaiah 55:8) "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 

 
What is Our Reality? 
As adults, we play the game of life and sometimes the wrong video and online games. To name a few Candy Crush, 
which has 400 levels and compels individuals that play it to stay on it for hours trying to move up in levels. Are we 
watching reality TV shows such as Housewives? Our time is intertwined in other people’s reality.  When our reality is 
tied up with playing games, we are seeking our own will, and allowing Satan to occupy our time, as opposed to 
obedience to the will of God. We are throwing away precious time that could be used to elevate our mind and 
thoughts in seeking God. Ask ourselves what is our reality?  There are many ministries we will miss out participating 
and leading in, because we have not taken the time to seek God’s face so that he can guide us into ministry.  If 
anything we should hide and seek God. (Hide-and-seek or hide-and-go-seek is a children's game in which a number of 

players conceal themselves in the environment, to be found by one or more seekers.) 
 

                                                           
1 http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/recesses 

 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/recesses


 
How do we Hide and Seek God: Ponder and Consider: 

1. Ask God for guidance. 
2. Be obedient unto God. 
3. Know God’s voice. (Isaiah 55:8) 
4. Step out on faith. 
5. Restrain from taking short-cuts. God is our GPS and knows all the bumps in the road. 
6. Ask ourselves whether our reality is lined up with God’s plan for our lives. 
7. Stay on the course that God has for us. 
8. Examine our desire for approval from ordinary persons.  

 
Summary:   
Like a school, the bell rings and in this sermon we receive a signal that recess time is over, and the message beckons 
us to hide and seek God’s face.  A time to hide from game playing and being too busy to make ourselves available to 
God, that we can ask to be taken higher.  One thing we know from the text is that Satan has come to kill, steal and 
destroy, but God promises eternal life and life more abundantly. What are we choosing on this day? Is it destruction 
or life more abundantly?  Rev. Haygood asks us to play a game of truth and dare.  A host of members raised their 
hand to truth and only one to dare. Rev. Haygood asserts: “fellow Christians and friends, those who raised their 
hands to truth, well the truth is that Jesus is still alive. And those who raised their hand to dare, I dare you to serve 
him.”  Thereafter the sermon ends with (Psalm 27:4) One thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I 

may dwell in the house of the Lord All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to inquire in His 

temple. 

 

 


