
Sunday September 15, 2013 

Subject: “Lord Use Me” 

Our message brought to us on this day by Dr. Shirle Moone Childs, Associate Minister, Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion, 

Hartford CT; New England Conference Christian Education, Director Emeritus. Our scripture comes from Luke 

7:36-50 (NIV);  

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 

reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 

Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 

weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and 

poured perfume on them.39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 

were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.”40 

Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said.411 “Two people 

owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, [a] and the other fifty. 42 

Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love 

him more?”43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven” “You have judged 

correctly,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and 

wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 

Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been 

forgiven little loves little.”48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”49 The other guests began to 

say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has 

saved you; go in peace.” 

     

Background: Study (Read Luke 7: 36 – 50)   
Jesus was anointed by a sinful woman. Dr. Moone-Childs asserts the significance of the woman’s legacy, who 
gave us a gift to learn from on this morning.  She was an ambassador and bold believer with everything needed 
to be used by Christ, such as her strong emotions given to women by God.  In order to visualize this landscape 
on 2000 years ago, we must understand the custom of the times. Guest did not arrive in their Mercedes Benz or 
Toyotas. In those days guests had to walk long distances. When they arrived they were tired, hungry and had 
dusty feet. In receiving a guest it was customary to introduce the guest, instruct servants to be hospitable, wash 
their feet, anoint them with oil, give them a kiss, and share a meal with them. Watching this action unfold, there 
were three persons in this drama. Jesus the teacher (Rabbi) and Prophet, Simon, the Pharisee and the unnamed 
Woman described as sinful. The production unfolds as Jesus who is reclined at the table and is shown much love 
and hospitality by the woman. The woman began weeping uncontrollably at Jesus feet, and then proceeded to 
dry his feet with her hair and anointed his feet with perfume and kisses. Simon, was thinking to himself, 
discerning if Jesus is truly a prophet and also looking down on the woman who crashed the dinner party and 
judging that if Jesus only knew that she was immoral. (Luke 7: 44 – 46) Jesus knew Simon’s thoughts and he told 
a parable, after which he posed the question and traps Simon into answering. When Simon answered, Jesus let 
him know that in contrast to the woman, Simon had not provided water to wash his feet, nor was he anointed 
with oil. The irony of this text in which Jesus is the guest, shows a woman who was uninvited, yet she was the 
one being hospitable. Essentially he slapped Simon on the wrist. In other words he told Simon that he had not 
treated him hospitable and with love as the woman had.  Jesus then said to Simon in verse 47: “Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown.” Her love is the consequence of her 
forgiveness. This is also the meaning demanded by the parable in Luke 7:41–43. So, the question becomes: 
“How hospitable are we?  
 
 

                                                           
1 Luke 7:41 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see Matt. 20:2). 



 
  
Remembering Our Past:  Ponder and Consider: 

1. Confess our sins 

2. Recognize that before we were saved, we knew Christ not, but now that we know Christ, everything that 
we now know, we cannot go back. 

3. Practice forgiveness, forgive others and cancel their debt. 

4. Check out our customs and traditions. Revisit these traditions. 
 

Recognizing Our Present. Ponder and Consider: 
1. We need to be of service to God. 
2. Give praise, rejoice and show gratefulness unto the Lord. 
3. Ask ourselves how do we receive and give comfort? 
4. How strong and deep is your love? Are you willing to take a risk and show up where you are  

not wanted to preach and teach the gospel and further God’s kingdom?  
5. Men are capable and invited to be hospitable. Ask yourself if you are hospitable? 
6. Jesus was not prejudiced and was among sinners, Pharisees, tax collectors. Ask ourselves: Are we pre-judging 

others? 

 
Reshaping Our Future: Ponder and Consider: 

1) Recognize what God has purposed us to be. 
2) We are useful and can be used by God.  
3) The woman used what she had (tears, hair, perfumed ointment). Are we using what we have to 

 serve the Lord? 
4) Are we compassionate to our new visitors? 
5) Can we smile at someone? 
6) Ask ourselves: are guests welcome in our churches and homes? 
7) The woman was an ambassador. Are we ambassadors for Christ? 
8) Jesus embraced diversity. Are we hospitable to diverse others who enter our churches? 
9) Jesus urged Simon to look at the woman. (Luke 7:44)  Do we reject others by ignoring and refusing to 

acknowledge them?  
 

Summary:   

The sermon is a wake-up call to gain intentional understanding that God causes us and calls us. In the case of the 

text, we can ask ourselves what we would do in that same situation. Will we react like (Luke 7:39) Simon who has a 

sense of indignant righteousness that says “get away from me” or (Luke 7:49) like the other guests who are provoked 

by judgment and hostility or are we like (Luke 7:48) Christ whose sense of righteousness includes “acceptance and 

forgiveness”.  We are diverse, yet we are the same in Christ. This is a rousing active invitation to open up with love 

and recognize that similar to the woman, visitors may need a church, community and Christian love in order to 

sustain their souls and grow in Christ. All throughout his ministry, Jesus embraced diversity and was always among 

(sinners, Pharisees, tax collectors, fishermen). (Mark 2:1-12) Jesus forgives and heals the paralytic and proclaims: 

Your faith has saved you, go and be in peace. Be hospitable, give a smile or a hug, and share a scripture.  

Remember that: (1 Corinthians 13:1) “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”  Let’s not be a gong. Let us be intentional in our speech and love for others. 

Other people may not know our thoughts, (Matthew 12:25) but Jesus knows our thoughts as demonstrated 

throughout the New Testament. Goodwin Memorial, go and be in peace.  Seize the moment. God is looking for a 

heart full of love so that he can use us. Dr. Shirle Moone-Childs asked us to shout out loud: “LORD PLEASE USE 

ME”. 

 
 


