
Sunday Laity Day: October 13, 2013 

Subject: “Goodwin’s Mentoring Program Then and Now” 

Our message was brought to us on this 13th day of October by Dr. John Higginson, member of Goodwin, 
husband and father, Professor of History, University of Massachusetts Amherst and faithful in service 
unto the Lord. Our scripture text comes from the book of Proverbs 3 (5 – 10) and brings attention to 
verse 7. Be not wise in your own eyes.  
Proverbs 3:5-10 (NIV) 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 

in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.[a] 7 Do not be wise in your own 

eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 9 

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

   

Background: Study (Proverbs 3: 5 -10) 
In our text on this day, Dr. Higginson tells us to guard against vanity and he paraphrases verse seven: 
“Do not be wise in your own sight”. (Proverbs 3: 7) NIV.  How can we avoid being wise in our own sight? 
He emphasizes that we must be guided by the Holy Spirit and the ones sent to teach us the gospel. And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are 

sent? (Romans 10: 14 - 15). The apostle Paul in Galations taught in the early church that we should be 
giving thanks in all things as opposed to for all things. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). Dr. Higginson asserts 
that God inhabits the praise of his people.  
 
Historical Testimony:  
Each generation conforms and are bound by their circumstances. Dr. Higginson gives us his testimony about 

his circumstances. He understood when he was growing up that he was from a working class, he was an 

African American and a Christian.  His mother Christine Higginson, was taught about slavery firsthand by her 

great grandmother. Mrs. Higginson, a devout Christian was a praying woman who modeled the life of a 

Christian with her devotion to the gospel and the church.  In 1924, as a young child she was struck with 

typhoid and was taken care of by the sisters of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC) denomination. They 

wrapped her in dandelion and sunflowers and performed the rituals along with daily prayers until she was 

healed. Upon healing, she accepted the call to Christ at the age of 5. Mrs. Higginson ministered to many in 

Chicago and even here in Amherst bringing many to Christ and guiding them to a deeper understanding of 

faith. Dr. Higginson grew up in a home that served the Lord, and he learned firsthand from his mom, but he 

was not compelled until after his second child to hear the calling. Thereafter he accepted Christ as his savior. 

When he accepted the Savior into his heart, it changed his outlook, life and relationship to God and people. 

In coming late to know Jesus he also knew that he had talents and time to serve.  He felt as if he was 

answering a call, with a ministry that involved tutoring the children in our church and community. He felt that 

they should not be behind in engineering math and history because the church had many professors. At the 

urging of his calling, he started a chess and tutoring club for the children in our church. The ministry was 

purposeful, and the children built a computer, but he felt that when he answered the call, there was 

something lacking. “We should prepare ourselves, he stated: “It is not merely talent, but a combination of 

both talent and asking God for his blessing that earns a ministry its success.” This success is by biblical 

standards. So, then then the question becomes how can we prepare ourselves when we hear the call?  

How One Praises - Ponder and Consider: 
1. Give thanks in all things (1 Thess 5:18) 
2. Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the nations, and I will sing praises to Your name 

(2 Sam 22:50). 



How One Hears the Call:  Ponder and Consider: 
1. Prepare ourselves through prayer, fasting and devotion to hear God.  
2. Be attune to God’s voice as it comes to us. 
3. Put God First before embarking on the ministry. 
4. Fruits of the Spirit allows us to connect deeper to God. (Galatians 5: 22 - 23) 
5. Praise – God inhabits the praises of his people.  
6. We have to sacrifice. 
7. We have to be obedient.  

 
Answering the Call: Ponder and Consider: 

1. God is still God: Do not make decisions without God’s guidance.  
2. But you are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel. (Psalm 22:3) (NKJV) 
3. As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! 
4. Continuously answering the call.  

 
Summary:   
The sermon guides us through the preparation that should take place before answering the call to serve. 
What happens when one hears the voice of God and what one is obliged to do after hearing the call?  
For one, we must be cognizant of obedience as Samuel stated: (1 Samuel 15:22) (NIRV) 22 …..“What 

pleases the Lord more? Burnt offerings and sacrifices, or obeying him? It is better to obey than to offer a 

sacrifice. It is better to do what he says than to offer the fat of rams. Are we preparing ourselves to hear or 

are we barely listening. In the text (Isaiah 58:1-5) we learn that even when it seems that God’s people 
loved Him and were devoted to Him, God exposes the shallow worship of His people.  In preparing ourselves 
to answer the call, we must exercise the requirements that will guide us into successfully answering the call 
to minister.  “22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”(Galatians 5:22-23) (NKJV)   
We should earnestly pray and Dr. Higginson concludes with a prayer which he learned from our A.M.E. Zion 
Minister and friend, Rev. Clyde D. Talley who always modeled this prayer before answering the call: “Lord 
Whatever I do not see: show me. Whatever I do not know, teach me, and Lord whatever you purpose for me, 
please prepare me.  In Jesus name Amen.”   
 

 
 
 
 


