
Sunday November, 2013 

Subject: “Let’s Go To Church: Why Do We Come To Church?” 

Our message brought to us on this day by Rev. Robyn Anderson Turner, Pastor of Goodwin Memorial A.M.E. 

Zion, from the texts in Psalm (40: 1 – 11) and Hebrews (10: 19 - 25) 19 Brothers and sisters, we are not afraid to 

enter the Most Holy Room. We enter boldly because of the blood of Jesus. 20 His way is new because he 

lives. It has been opened for us through the curtain. I’m talking about his body. 21We also have a great 

priest over the house of God. 22 So let us come near to God with an honest and true heart. Let us come near 

with a faith that is sure and strong. Our hearts have been sprinkled. Our minds have been cleansed from a 

sense of guilt. Our bodies have been washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold firmly to the hope we claim to 

have. The One who promised is faithful. 24 Let us consider how we can stir up one another to love. Let us 

help one another to do good works. 25 Let us not give up meeting together. Some are in the habit of doing 

this. Instead, let us cheer each other up with words of hope. Let us do it all the more as you see the day 

coming when Christ will return. 

    
Background: Read and study Psalm 40 (1 – 11) and Hebrews 10: (19 – 25)  

Rev. Anderson-Turner lifts the 24th and 25th verses in Hebrews. Verse 24 admonishes how we can stir up and help 
one another to do good works in the Lord.  We are supposed to gather together. Having a relationship with 
Christ means having a relationship with one another.  Additional evidence is found in the song of David: “I 
rejoiced with those who said to me, Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) NIV. Contrary to the word, 
our churches are empty. A research about the future of church attending brought alarming revelations. Less 
than 20% of Americans regularly attend church. Church attendance is dropping at an alarming rate. 1 Other 
trends include having a form of godliness but denying its power as more and more people state that they do not 
attend church, but they are spiritual.  (2 Timothy 3:5) NIV. Why then, are our church pews empty?  A great 
majority of people are currently driven by technology. They are watching and downloading sermons from the 
Internet to replace a visit to their local church. Others are too engrossed in using their cellphones to experience 
worship.  Another sector of the population makes everything else more important than worshiping God.  Our 
education, family, car, or in-crowd such as our sorority, clubs and fraternities’ become more important than 
coming to church. Yet another group of folks have deep scars and hurts from previous unpleasant interactions in 
church. Nothing hurts more than church folks hurting others with inappropriate behaviors that lead to 
dissention and turning away from the church.  Then the crucial question becomes “Why do we come to church? 

 

Let’s Go To Church! Why We Should ask Ourselves and Others: Ponder and Consider: 

1. Jesus walked and talked with his disciples and had a relationship with people. 

2. Jesus send the disciples out two by two to encourage one another. 

3. The disciples had each other’s back. 

4. We are the body of Christ and there is power in the blood. (Matthew 28:19) 

5. Size does not Matter. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there  

am I in the midst of them. (Matthew 18:20) ERV.  

6. "Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

 loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 18:18) NIV. 

7. Be careful of how we portray the church. Remember that the church is in us.  

8. God desires that nobody be lost.  (2 Peter 3:9)  

9. We have to be on a mission to save souls E.g: The Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20). 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/139575-7-startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-attendance-in-america.html 



 

Why We Come To Church? Tangible Reasons for Doing So: Ponder and Consider 

1. Our lives should be centered around Christ.  

2. The Christ in us should define us.  

3. We often forget our history. Our oppressed ancestors found liberty and freedom in the church, as this was 

one of the few places where they could gather freely.  

4. We are the sheep of his pasture. 

5. We were bought with a price. 

6. God allows us to move about. In him we have our being.  

7. We can be present physically to lay hands on others, encourage them and pray with one another. 

8. We can witness the miracles  

9. Things that happen in church cannot happen when we are absent from church. 

10. Brothers and sisters in the body of Christ can intercedes on our behalf. Example: praying for the sick and 

meeting a particular need in our community.  

 
 

Summary:   

The sermon is an appeal to persevere in faith. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism. We ought to not get 

caught up in the world view of the church. We should continue to persevere and invite others into the fold. In 

the text, Jesus was often in the temple and he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49).  Are we imitating Christ and going to our Fathers house or are 

we too distracted to visit our Father’s house?  In the house of the Lord, members can encourage one another 

with their faith that God can turn our circumstances of tragedy into victory. Pastor gave a testimony of 

deception in the church and through Christian counseling and mentoring, she learned from her pastor that we 

ought to not let anyone turn us away from God, least of all one person. We need to become the epistle. Keep 

coming and also developing the mindset of attending church and understand the benefits thereof. Pastor Robyn 

asserts, let us as we continue to go to church, invite others to fellowship with us in church. Nothing is more 

important than assembling with the body of Christ in church. Our quest should be to continue to grow in Christ. 

Why do we come to Church?  Then, she ends with a song:  

           
1. The church is one foundation  

 is Jesus Christ her Lord;  
 she is his new creation  
 by water and the Word.  
 From heaven he came and sought her  
 to be his holy bride;  
 with his own blood he bought her,  
 and for her life he died.  
 

2. Elect from every nation,  
 yet one o'er all the earth;  
 her charter of salvation,  
 one Lord, one faith, one birth;  
 one holy name she blesses,  
 partakes one holy food,  
 and to one hope she presses,  
 with every grace endued. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 


