
 

Sunday November 17, 2013 

Subject:  Part II - “Let’s Go To Church: Let’s Bow Down and Worship God 
 
Our message brought to us on this day by Rev. Robyn Anderson Turner, Pastor of Goodwin Memorial A.M.E. 

Zion, from the texts in Psalm (86: 1-10) and lifts up verses 8-9: 8 Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; no 

deeds can compare with yours. 9 All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; 

they will bring glory to your name. and Hebrews (10: 25):  25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
Background of Let’s Go To Church: Read the entire Psalm 86 and Hebrews 10 (22-25) 
Rev. Anderson-Turner summarizes the previous sermon and explains what it means to come to church. She pointed 
out the distractions that keep people coming to church and the statistical data about church attendance dropping in 
our nation as well as the compelling reasons to visit church. How often we hear the words: “I do not go to church, but 
I am spiritual”. These are secular standards and by contrast, we learn in a biblical example, verse 25 in the book of 

Hebrews which encourages us to continue meeting and also stir up and help one another to do good works in the 
Lord.  Pastor points out that believers also miss church to worship over T.V. and the Internet. She enjoys 
listening and watching the outreach ministries of Joel Olsteen and T.D. Jakes, but those ministries do not take 
the place of worshipping locally and in reality, popular ministries are unable to visit us and council us in times of 
sickness and need. She asserts that with certainty the Christian saints in our local congregations are praying for 
us and when we need a gentle touch, they are able to deliver such. There’s power in assembly that we might spur 
and encourage one another. Our ancestors both African American and Native American were displaced off their 
original lands, and since the 19th century most had been exposed to Christianity. It was only in the sanctity of church 
and worship that the oppressed were able to gather together to support one another.  In another example of 
gatherings, the Civil Rights movement originated in church assemblies.  In the wake of Columbine, and Newton, Ct 
tragedies and Typhoon Haiyan (Phillipines), it is imperative that we understand that we need God in our lives, and a 
supportive relationship with one another. Why is it then that everything else is more important than worshipping 
God? Turning to the text and lifting up the (8th – 9th verses in Psalm 86), we learn that David knew the things that 
God does for us are good. Everything about God is marvelous. The apostle Paul told the masses that Jesus was the 
answer. He went from a persecutor to spreading the word. Both David and Paul were intentional in spreading the 
gospel and worshiping the Lord. We were born to worship God. Those who worship him, must do so in spirit and in 

truth (John 4: 24).  Then the crucial question becomes “Is our worship of God intentional? 

 
Let’s Be Intentional in Our Worship: Ponder and Consider 

1. God’s word has quality and worth, therefore our intention should be to serve and praise God. “I will enter His 

gates with thanksgiving in my heart”1 

2. The meaning of the New Testament Greek word most often translated “worship” (proskuneo) is “to fall down 

before” or “bow down before.” Worship is a state (an attitude) of spirit. Since it’s an internal, individual 

action, it could/should be done most of the time (or all the time) in our lives, regardless of place or situation2 

3. We must not let anything stand in the way of our desire to worship. 

4. The Lord inhabits the praises of his people. (Psalms 22:3). In other words, God “dwells” in the atmosphere of 

His praise. 

5. Our lives were bought with a price. Jesus shed his blood for the church. Bible says in (Heb. 9:22) "...without 

shedding of blood is no remission.  

6. Jesus is the sacrifice. This is of great significance in that the Lord promised in (Exodus 12:13) that the blood 

will be a sign for you (us) and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. 

7. There is nothing like a dead church. Visitors must see that our worship is intentional.  

                                                           
1 Source: http://www.hymnal.net/hymn.php/ns/259#ixzz2lDMRsXZH 

 
2 http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-worship.html 
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Let’s Have an Attitude and Lifestyle of Worship: Ponder and Consider: 

1. God models goodness. We often say God is good, therefore our attitude should be good.  

2. Job, David and the Paraplegic were intentional and exhibited a lifestyle of worship. First thing they did after 

being stricken with calamity was praise God.  

3. We should come with thanksgiving as stated in the hymn: “I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my 

heart” (This is the Day).  

4. Our attitude should not be negative. We should not wake up and tell ourselves that we are tired.  

5. Believe that he is JEHOVAH RAPHA, JIREH, SHALOM, NISSI, ELOHIM, EL-SHADDAI, EL-OLAM and come already 

prepared with an attitude of worship, meaning that we have to do whatever we can to get into the house of 

the Lord.  

6. What would happen if your attitude of worship was positive, then it could become contagious.  

 

Summary:   

The sermon links the immediacy of church service with intentional worship.  It’s up to us to let the world know 

that we need the church. Our lifestyle and belief in God ought to be evident in all that we do. Example: A lady at 

an airport was being admired by a stranger talking to her for exhibiting Christian values, only to lose her temper 

and show otherwise when she believed the stranger ate her bag of cookies. All along her cookies were tucked 

away, which she saw as she boarded the plane.  As it turned out the stranger had a similar bag of cookies. This 

act of selfishness does not line up with an intentional lifestyle of worship. God by himself has quality and is 

worthy. Worship and adoration of God should be in all of our lives. We worship God because of who he is. The 

world should not define our desires. God walks with us and he talks with us.  E.g. as stated by the songwriter: 

“And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own; And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known.” 3  We are challenged to take our worship to another level. Pastor encouraged us 

collectively and individually to think that “Praise is what we do, even when I/we am going through”.  All that we 

do, all that we hope to be, we owe it to God. Call somebody and invite them: “Let’s Go to Church; Let us 

assemble together; and finally let’s have an attitude and lifestyle of worship”.  People of God, come out of your 

comfort zones, and witness the greatness of God, as “It is yet to appear what we will be.” (1 John 3:2-3) 

 

           
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/i/t/g/itgarden.htm 
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