
Sunday September 1, 2013 

Subject: “Is There a Doctor in the House?” 

Our lesson brought to us by Rev. Floyd L. Williams comes from the book of Jeremiah (chap 8). 18 My grief is 
beyond healing; my heart is broken. 19 Listen to the weeping of my people;    it can be heard all across the 
land. “Has the Lord abandoned Jerusalem? [a]” the people ask.  “Is her King no longer there?” “Oh, why have 
they provoked my anger with their carved idols and their worthless foreign gods?” says the Lord. 20 “The 
harvest is finished, and the summer is gone,” the people cry, “yet we are not saved!” 21 I hurt with the hurt 
of my people. I mourn and am overcome with grief. 22 Is there no medicine in Gilead? Is there no physician 
there? Why is there no healing for the wounds of my people? (NLT) 

 
Background: Read the Scripture: (Jeremiah 8: 18-22) 
Rev. Williams introduces us to Jeremiah, the prophet and brings us back to the scene approximately 585 BC of 
Jeremiah weeping for his sinful congregation. AKA: Judah. In this scene we ascertain that Jeremiah was 
overcome by sadness. He had preached for 40 years and was utterly rejected by the people. Called to ministry 
as a boy (1:6) Jeremiah prophesies bad news to Judah (5:15). Jeremiah is mocked for his prophesies, 
occasionally beaten, and imprisoned in a muddy well (cistern) (chap 38). But his words come true with the 
Babylonian invasion (chap 52)1 He points out that the people were misguided by false prophets. We also learn 
that through Jeremiah, God gave Judah ample years to repent. He shares the key verse 22 where Jeremiah 
overcome by grief asks: Is there no balm in Gilead? Rev. Williams moves us to think beyond our immediate 
circumstances and asks us: Is there a Doctor in the house?  

 
What Is a Balm? 
A balm as we know it is an ointment for healing any of various oily, fragrant, resinous substances, often of 
medicinal value, exuding from certain plants, especially tropical trees of the genus Commiphora.2  This is  
Also a well-known Negro Spiritual, which has an interesting meaning. The “balm in Gilead” is quoted in the Old 
Testament, but the lyrics of this spiritual refer to the New Testament (Jesus, Holy Spirit, Peter, and Paul). This 
difference is interesting to comment. In the Old Testament, the balm of Gilead cannot heal sinners. In the New 
Testament, Jesus heals everyone who comes to Him.3 

 
Why Isn’t the Balm (medicine) Healing Judah?  
Rev. Williams follows with examples of the two evils as spoken by God to the prophet committed by the 
people of Judah, for which they were being held accountable for. There was no healing in Judah because our 
sovereign Lord said that people (1) "they have forsaken me" and people have (2) turned to idols. The 
metaphor used there was "broken cisterns" for idol worship. Notice that it was the people who turned away 
from God by not listening to the word of God and also by turning their attention to false prophets, even 
though they were given ample time to repent. How sad when there is healing and people reject it. (2 Peter 3: 
9): “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” (NIV) 
 

Is There a Balm to Heal Souls in Our Communities? 
Reverend was on his way into a restaurant with friends, a man asked for help and was invited to come and 
share a meal with them. Instead he turned down the meal because he really wanted funds to satisfy his 
hunger for drugs, not for food, thereby also missing an opportunity to be introduced to our savior and be 
healed. Even when there is healing for the sin sick souls, often times folks reject help.  
 

 

                                                           
1 Know Your Bible – All 66 Books Explained and Applied.p.43 
2 http://dictionary.com 
3   http://helenl.wordpress.com/2006/08/05/the-meaning-of-there-is-a-balm-in-gilead/ 
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Is There a Balm to Heal Souls in Our Nation? 
Rev. Williams asserts: Is there a doctor in Colorado and Washington and Oklahoma? There are a multitude 
who reject healing. There are laws that support and encourage a 15 year old to have abortions without 
permission from her parents.  There are laws taken out of context that encourage 10 year olds to smoke 
marijuana for non-medicinal purposes out in a park.  A college baseball player out for a jog in Oklahoma —  
a crime that one teen said they carried out simply because they were bored, according to police. And what 
about senseless acts of violence? Is there a doctor in the house in Chicago? These and other fatal statistics 
show that in 2012 in Chicago 428 school children were shot, with 40 killed. This year, as of July 31st 1400 
people were shot.  Then there are individuals who accept healing as the 9 year old girl whose heart was 
attacked by a virus. She was weakened to the point of being placed on an artificial heart. At first she 
panicked, and then she realized that Christ was her healer. Upon this realization she asked the question: 
“Will my new heart love God as much as my old heart?” So, the question becomes: When we get sick will our 
hearts still love Jesus? When we face challenges will our hearts still love Jesus?  

 
How Then Can We Become Receptive as the 9 year Old Girl to Healing? Ponder and Consider: 

1. Believe that Jesus is truly the doctor in the house. 
2. We need to stop telling ourselves that we are so good and confess our sins daily. 
3. Do not miss an opportunity to accept the word of God. 
4. Do not replace the Savior with idols.  
5. Invite Christ to our home and hearts.  
6. Reject self-righteousness and judgment on others.  
7. We need to see ourselves, as the person standing in the need of prayer. (not our brothers/sisters). 
8. Even when our ministers face challenges or rejection, for speaking the word of the Lord, they must 

share their faith and “preach”, like Peter and Paul to win souls.  
 

 
Summary:  The sermon points out a quandary (predicament). It leaves us with many questions to ask of 

ourselves. Are we saved or are we going to die unchanged? Which thief on the cross are we like?  There was 

one that humbled himself and one that scoffed at Jesus’ power to save. Are we backsliding as a broken 

cistern? Do we reject healing, even as it knocks on the door? (Revelation 3:20) Behold, I stand at the door, 

and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 

with me. It urges us to get an attitude adjustment. (Romans 12:2) Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-

-his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

What if we are invited to a birthday party and the guest of honor was not invited. So it is with Christmas. 

Christ is not invited to his own birthday.  Many reject Christ and replace him with idols. How mankind 

behaved and ruled in Judah and Roman times is no different from any other period in human history in any 

other part of the world, right through to the end of time.  Bible prophesy by John the apostle on the island of 

Patmos reveals to us (1) God's judgment on the whole universe (Rev.4:1- 19:10-22:21). Be not like the 

congregation in Judah. Take heed that the Lord has forewarned us. Jeremiah saw the clear vision of Christ 

(chap 23) as the Lord our healer and the lord of righteousness.  Be reminded as in (2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV) 

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. As the song 

lyrics go. Oh how I love Jesus, because he first loved me. Yes, God loved us first and he send us his son. There 

is a balm in Gilead that can heal our wounded souls. Jesus is truly the doctor in the house.  


