
Sunday August 18, 2013 
 
Subject: ““I can’t Stay Here Any Longer”” 
 
Our lesson brought to us by Rev. Robyn Anderson-Turner, pastor of Goodwin Memorial A.M.E. 
Zion, comes from (Genesis 37: 1-18) and (Colossians 1: 1 -10)      
 
Background – Joseph Had a Dream: 
The sermon takes us back to the land of Canaan and the story of Joseph. The most significant information 
we learn is that that Joseph was conceived when his father Israel was elderly, (Genesis 37 3-4) and 
therefore was highly favored and given insight by his father. Joseph was a dreamer and he eagerly shared 
his dream with his brothers (Genesis 37: 5 -7. Pastor lifted up verse 5. “5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he 
told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more. (NKJV)1   The famous and popular biblical account 
further reveals that: “… with jealousy as a motive, Joseph's 11 brothers attempted to prevent those dreams 
from being fulfilled by selling him as a slave to a band of traders. In their minds, to send Joseph into the 
lowest social class possible guaranteed they would never have to subject themselves to the humiliation of 
bowing to the brother they envied. But God, the giver of dreams and visions, had already confirmed the 
outcome.2 In the end Joseph pointed out to his brothers that they meant it for evil, but God meant it for 
good (Genesis 50:15-21). Pastor reminds us to be careful of how we treat people! 
 

Do you remember the show based on Oceanic Flight 815? 
The plane that crashed on the island was Oceanic Flight 815. In real life this occurred on September 22, 
2004, and the passengers of the plane that went down had a different fate than the fate of the characters 
in the show.  The pastor points out to us that the characters ended in a desert and as human frailty, they 
would all have their own agendas and perceive a solution to their problem through their own lenses and 
personal experiences. There are all kinds of things that happen, and all kinds of people in circumstances 
and all kinds of cultures that influence outcomes.  Similarly to these characters, have you ever asked 
yourself how did I get into this situation and how do I get out of it?  
 
A Timeline of Events: 
Looking at a timeline of Joseph’s experiences which took him from a life of comfort to that of a young 
person left to die, sold into slavery, thrown into prison, and his eventual ascension to Governor. Pastor 
points out that Joseph was physically a slave, but not mentally a slave. Joseph was in a physical prison, but 
not mentally or emotionally a prisoner. Throughout the entire ordeal, he stayed faithful to God and to his 
true identity in the Lord. Are we in a mental, physical or emotional prison?  Are we prisoner to debt, or a 
relationship? Are there additional factors that put us in a mental and emotional prison mindset? 
 
What is God Telling Us? : 
What then is the first thing that God is telling us and what can we learn from this biblical account?  Similarly 
to Adam and Eve, whom God asks the questions of their whereabouts Genesis 3:9 (NKJV), the Lord wants 
us to ask ourselves the same question.  So, the questions then become: 1) Where are we;  
2) What is getting in the way; and 3) what needs to change? 

                                                           
1 http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NKJV 

 
2 http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/christian-ministries/bible-heroes/joseph-the-dreamer.html 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NKJV
http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/christian-ministries/bible-heroes/joseph-the-dreamer.html


 
Ponder, Meditate and Consider About where are we: 

 Are there dreams that God has given us? 

 God has given us gifts. Do we know what our gifts are? 

 Are we using our gifts or barely using our gifts for ministry? 

 Are we a blessing to our family, friends and local church? 

 Are we a blessing to our community? 

 The earth is the LORD'S, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 
(Psalm 24:1 KJV) Do we understand what implication this has for our lives? 
 

Ponder, Meditate and Consider About what is getting in the way: 

 Are we ready to give up? 

 Are we complacent? 

 Are we in a mental or emotional prison? 

 Are we in the prison of un-forgiveness? 

 Like a GPS navigation device. Have we taken a wrong turn?  

 Is prayer a part of our lives? 

 Are we regularly attending bible studies? 

 Have we removed the barriers and making excuses to serving the Lord? 

 Do we believe that we are capable? 
 
Ponder, Meditate and Consider About what needs to change: 
Tell ourselves: 

 Declare and claim that nothing can keep me from the Love of Christ. 

 Be wary of dream killers.  

 Do not cease to pray (Colossians 1: 9-10) 

 Like a GPS navigation device. Ask the Lord to recalculate our route. 

 Be willing to serve the Lord with our whole heart.  

 I am willing to go. 

 I am willing to do. 

 Oh yes, I can get that job, house, car. 

 Oh yes, I can pray more. 

 Oh yes, I can study more. 

 Speak it into existence. 

 Declare the favor of the Lord. 
 

Summary: This sermon brings back into focus our capacity to dream and fulfill a vision. Joseph’s dream 
was not killed because his vision and destiny was given him to fulfill God’s vision for Abraham’s 
descendants.  Similarly to Joseph we need to be wary and run away from dream killers (Genesis 39). We 
must evaluate ourselves. We need to know where we are going individually and collectively and how are 
going to get there. It is our responsibility as Christians to minister. Be the people and the church that God 
wants us to be. Be of service the way that God wants us to serve. Look at our God given gifts we are 
equipped with to make a difference. Use our gifts for the glory of the Lord. Declare as the hymn: “Take my 
life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee (Frances R. Havergal 1874)”.  Tell ourselves that we cannot stay 
here any longer. Similarly to Abraham, if we are faithful, we too will be a blessing onto God and bless our 
future generations (Genesis 12:2). 


