
Sunday August 25, 2013 

Subject: “Are You Part of God’s Crew” 

Our lesson brought to us by Minister Brian Riley, Cross Street A.M.E. Zion church is taken from the 

scripture (2 Timothy 3: 16-18) (ESV) 16. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God[a] may be 

complete, equipped for every good work. 

 

Background: Read the Scripture: (2 Timothy 4:9-22) 

Minister Riley brings verse (2 Tim. 4: 17) to our attention. Paul says: 2 Timothy 4:17 (NIV) 17 But the 

Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the lion’s mouth. “The "lion" here is very 

likely a reference to Satan, the malevolent schemer behind all the false charges that were laid against 

Paul, the one who had weakened the courage of the Christians so they dared not stand up along with 

the apostle.” 1 Minister Riley declares: “You shall be my Gentiles” and receive the messenger’s message 

that there is much work to be done concerning Christians restoring their place of worship.   Let’s take a 

look at the Three RRR’s. Restoring, Renewing and Repositioning.  

What does it mean to restore? 
Minister Riley mentions repair and renovate. The dictionary further illustrates2: 1) to bring back into 
existence, use, or the like; reestablish: to restore order. 2) to bring back to a former, original, or normal 
condition, as a building, statue, or painting. 3) to give back; make return or restitution of (anything taken 
away or lost).  
 
God’s Power Comes with Restoration: We need individual as well as collective restoration. We all need 
to be restored, yet only God can restore us. Only God knows what we need.  Our churches need to be 
restored. The young people in our lives need restoration. Our country needs restoration. Minister Riley 
asserts that as Christians we are unable to restore anything unless we are restored to God first. Only 
God can restore us from sin to our original state. Only God knows what we need. (Psalm 100: 3) Know 
that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;[a] We are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture.  Often times we can get caught up in worldly ways, or with our possessions, and 
we may even get it twisted thinking that happiness comes from the latter (previous examples) only to 
find out that happiness is a temporary state.  
 
What does restoration to God in our lives look like? Ponder and Consider: 
       1) We are joyful in the Lord.  

2) We are joyful in spite of. 
3) We allow the word of God to marinate in our hearts, until it comes from the inside to the 

outside. 
4) We let joy influence us all the time, until it becomes contagious.  
5) Do not forget God’s magnificent, magnanimous and one-of-a-kind Power.  
6) Remind ourselves that we only need God. (Matthew 6:33). 
7) Similarly to Paul believe that the Lord can deliver us.  
8) Be receptive in our lives to receiving the scriptures for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness that we may be restored unto God.  

                                                           
1 RayStedman.org 
2 http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/restoring?s=t 
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/restoring?s=t


Looking at Renewal.  
Minister Riley calls it “Thought of Power” and points out that we have the power to think and the power to 
feel in our hearts. In addition, the same way we can program our minds to be in front of the TV set routinely 
to watch a program at a particular time, is the exact same way that we can program our minds to routinely 
pray and come to bible study.  
 
How do we renew our minds and hearts? Ponder and Consider: 

1. We need to get back to basics. 
2. Strengthen our relationship with God. 
3. We need to set examples of internal purity of our souls. (Matt 5:8) Blessed are the pure at Heart.  
4. Must not have any hidden agendas. 
5. Must have a genuine desire and singleness of heart with God.  

 
Looking at Repositioning:  

What is repositioning: 1) to place or put in a new position; position again. 2) To update or change the 

(product or service).  We may be giving satan too much of our time by worrying and trying to solve our 

problems in our own righteous ways, only to mess the situation even more.  Sometimes we allow our family 

members and/or friends to mess things up for us. So then, the question becomes. How do we reposition or 

change that? Minister Riley gives us a prescription of dealing with social ills and getting back to basics. A) 

Learn from our trials and tribulations because they are learning experiences. B) Learn to solve problems by 

consulting the scriptures. C) Walk the walk --- no small talk, no foolishness or lip service.  D) Take a stand 

against senseless killings.  E) Work with our youth and teach our children our history. F) Live by 

encouragement and hope. G) Remove ourselves from negative people. H) Reposition and influence our 

children’s mindset about accountability. H) Do not look to the world for idols.  

How can we reposition ourselves into the service of the Lord? Ponder and consider: 
1. Confess our sins 
2. Listen when God speaks. Believe that the Trinity is ever present in our lives. (Father, Son, Holy Ghost) 
3. Directly speak with the Lord. 
4. Find a body of believers to worship with. 
5. Live a life of obedience and by the word of God.  
6. If we lack anything (patience, love, and caring, sharing, time management) go to God for it. 
7. Be ambassadors for Christ and comfort others. (2 Corinthians 1:2) 
8. Encourage others by witnessing and by way of blessings.  

 
Summary:  The sermon is an appeal. It exhorts us to get back to the basics. How are we living? It is a call to 

examine ourselves. Minister Riley gives testimony to his spiritual reality which forced him back to the basics 

and boot camp, which in term strengthened his relationship with God.  He repositioned his challenges and 

took them to God. He is thankful to be restored and repositioned in his marriage of 19 years.  As people we 

need to appreciate that life is a gift and be more careful with human life.  Time is also a gift and we can 

redeem our time by giving up being too comfortable. We can be a participant in our communities. We can be 

present in the lives of those around us. We can share our concerns. We can be in attendance at our 

churches. We can share our talents, gifts and joys. Only those who are in Christ desire a close relationship 

with God. We must be saved in the present, restored in the present, renewed in the present. In life we might 

never be as close to God as we want to be because of our sin. This is our deficiency. Martin Luther King Jr. 

quotes (showing 1-30 of 354) “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. We are not 

perfect, but like Paul, we can fight the good fight in the faith and believe 2 (Corinthians 12:9). Get back to 

basics and, claim our position as children of God to win souls for Christ. God loves us and we should share it 

with other people.  


